TBI Admin meeting  18 August  2017
Energy group report

Please find the minutes of the recent energy group attached.

One of the items is a trip to see a Sea Source Heat Pump in Ullapool Next Saturday. We need to get there for 4 pm. We can have up to 10 people on this trip so will take 2 cars.  So far we have Julian, Martin, Julie, Lara, Helen and myself. If you'd like to go please email Martin (martin@pennyandmartin.co.uk). If we are oversubscribed we will start a list for another trip.

Minutes of TBI Energy Group Meeting  at Drumsmittal

2 August 2017

Present

Anne Thomas (chair),  Lara Feldman,  Martin Sherring,  Julie Gibson

Apologies
Valerie James,  Kathryn Logan,  Benita Miller,  Julian Paren (skype attempt unsuccessful)

	Minute
	Action

	Review of previous agreed action

Visit to water source pump in Ullapool

Martin been in touch with Hengist Horseborough agreed possible visit date Sat 19 August- after Culbokie market. Helen Robinson, Anne, Lara, Julian, Martin, Julie interested. Of number limit higher than 6 will open it up. 

3/8/17 Martin been in touch with Gus – 4pm visit time and numbers can be 10 ish – if more he will renegotiate with Gus/ consider possible additional visit date 
	Martin to liaise with Hengist – re time and numbers.

Anne to contact possible others

	‘Keeping warm in old homes’ event

Martin has liaised with Home Energy Scotland. They have a budget to allow an event in Fortrose School Theatre, to have a main speaker from Historic Environment Scotland (Moses) and to fund refreshments.

An evening in October …HES organising – budget covers above and promotion.

Discussed having some (3?) additional short local inputs, e.g. Caroline Keith, offering practical case studies of personal experience
	Martin liaising with HES

	LED promotion

Anne has contacted Marion at HES re possible free LED lights 

Discussion about LED promotion continued – offering free? …but more complex than first thought.

Possible idea to take forward for the moment – to have a quiz on our stall at BIG to highlight efficiency and cost effectiveness of LEDs 

(with a prize - some LEDs ?) 

Idea of promoting LEDs visually…need darkness to be effective… keep this idea in mind for future events in homes.

Anne was involved in putting together an information sheet previously. She will see if this can be updated.
	Anne


	Other Talks

Martin informed us that the Pebble Trust is considering funding a guide to retrofit older homes for energy efficiency. SEDA have a series of guides but missing one on this topic. PT thinking of commissioning one which may be ready for the October event. Aimed probably at professionals but may be possible to offer cut down versions for homeowners.


	Martin

	Funding

We’ve not got an idea for an energy project which we thought would be worth applying for CCF funding.  Members to keep thinking and making suggestions.

Involving members

Essay writing competition ?   eg writing from the future looking back on now. 

(see below *…excerpt from The Work That Reconnects by Joanna Macy, an exercise she offers with groups along the lines of this idea…adapt for an essay competition ? Julie )
	Lara to speak to Richard who links with network of writers

	AoB

Lara offered idea of Food photo competition to broaden our resource of food related photos for the Food Larder and it would reach out to a wider range of people too. 

Prize £30 - to be used at a market of the winner’s choice. Voucher winner can spend at stalls, stall holders sign with amounts and TBI rep pays stalls.

Competition conditions - photos of hands holding various food types…to be submitted and thereafter used by TBI without credit. 
	Lara will advertise via BI Images Facebook and other pages/sites

	Next meeting

Anne to circulate dates early Oct ? prior to HES event 
	Anne


"Letter From the Future (40 minutes) 

In this writing exercise, we identify with a human living on Earth one or two centuries from now and, from that perspective, see our current efforts and receive counsel and encouragement. It can also be used as a stand-alone practice, or in Going Forth. Molly has used it to begin a retreat focused on the rights of future generations, where it evoked a sense of mission. 

METHOD     Closing their eyes, people are invited to journey forward through coming generations and identify with a human living one or two hundred years from now. They need not figure out this person’s circumstances, but only imagine that he or she is looking back at them in their present lives. Now imagine what this being would want to say to you. Open your mind and listen. Now begin putting it on paper, as if this future one were writing a letter just to you. Allow ample time for the writing. 

After ten or fifteen minutes, people may read their letters aloud in small groups or the whole group. These simple letters can have a remarkable and lasting effect, bringing people their marching orders. They are often very meaningful to the hearers as well."

   
